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twenty-one guns to its sovereignty. At San Juan the public
plaza was occupied by a battalion of blue-jackets and
from the men-of-war in the harbor. The boulevard leading to
the palace was occupied by a regiment of infantry, and the forti-
fications by detachments of artillery. The consuls of foreign
nations at San Juan were invited to witness the transfer of the
island, and were present with the American commission at the
palace, at which point the interesting ceremony of the transfer
could be witnessed with more comfort and with less to obstruct
their outlook.

Precisely at noon the American colors were rounded up to
the flagstaff of the palace, the public buildings of the city, and
the fortifications around the port. As the first gun of the salute
from San Cristobal was fired, it was taken up by the fortifica-
tions around the port, and by the men-of-war in the harbor,
Amid the strains of the Star Spangled Banner, rendered by the
regimental bands, were mingled the loud huzzas of the popu-
lace. In a moment the islanders had pinned on the lapels of
coats, or on the breasts of the ladies, miniature American flags.
The troops assembled stood at present arms during the render-
ing of the national hymn, while the vociferous applause of the
assembled crowds marked only too plainly the joyous satisfac-
tion felt that at that moment was severed the control of Spain
over the island and the transfer of it was made to the care and
guardianship of the great republic.

With all this consummated, the commission's duty termi-
nated, and the authority vested in it under the letters patent of
the President of the United States passed to Major General
John B. Brooke, U. S. A., who then exercised the functions of
Military Governor of the Island.

During the sessions of the commission the staff officers of
each of its members were assigned to various fields of investi-
gation and inquiry in order to enable the commission to submit
a full, complete and accurate report of affairs relating to the
political, financial and social status of the island for the infor-
mation of the President.

As the naval member of the commission, the naval station
at San Juan, all land from low-water mark one hundred feet
inward and all lighthouses which under Spanish rule had beend a salute ofcan flag at the
